WISCONSIN MEDICAID

UPDATE

MARCH 9, 1998
UPDATE 98-11

TO:

HMOs and Other Managed Care
Programs

Hospitals (Offsite Therapy Services)

Nursing Homes

Occupational Therapists

Physical Therapists

RehabilitationAgencies

Therapy Groups

1998 Physical Therapy and Occupational
Therapy CPT and HCPCS Code Changes -

Effective April 1, 1998

Procedure code changes due to
1998 CPT and HCPCS code

changes

Due to changes in the Physicians’ Current
Procedural Terminology (CPT), and HCFA
Common Procedure Coding System (HCPCS)
codes, effective for dates of service on and after
April 1, 1998, Wisconsin Medicaid made the
following changes:

Physical therapy (PT)
Two 1998 evaluation codes are addedfor PT
services:

« 97001 Physical therapy evaluation (15
minutes).
« 97002 Physical therapy re-evaluation

(15 minutes).

Two 1997 evaluation codes are discontinued for
PT:

+ Q0103 Physical therapy evaluation, initial
(15 minutes).
+ Q0104 Physical therapy re-evaluation,

pericdic (15 minutes).

Occupational therapy (OT)
Two 1998 evaluation codes are addedfor OT:

+ 97003 Occupational therapy evaluation (15
minutes).
» 97004 Occupational therapy re-evaluation

(15 minutes).

Two 1997 evaluation codes are discontinued for OT:

« Q0109 Occupational therapy evaluation,
initial (15 minutes).
+ Q0110 Occupational therapy re-

evaluation, periodic (15 minutes).

SeeAttachment 1 for a complete list of current
Medicaid procedure codes for OT services. See
Attachment 2 for a complete list of current Medicaid
procedure codes for PT services. Attachments 1 and
2 replace the attachments in Medicaid Update 97-17,
dated May 23, 1997. In addition, Attachment 1
replaces Appendix 4 in the OT Handbook (Part P,
Division 1), andAttachment 2 replaces Appendix 4 in
the PT Handbook (Part P, Division 11).

Wisconsin Medicaid is administered by the Bureau of Health Care Financing,
Division of Health, Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services, P.O. Box 309, Madison, Wl 53701-0309
For provider questions, call the Medicaid Fiscal Agent, EDS, at (800) 947-9627 or (608) 221-9883



Coverage of discontinued 1997
codes included in a current and
valid prior authorization or spell of
illness

Wisconsin Medicaid will continue to accept
discontinued 1997 PT and OT evaluation codes
that are included in a current and valid prior
authorization (PA) or spell of iliness with dates of
service before and on July 31, 1998.

However, Wisconsin Medicaid will not accept
providers billing for the same service on the same
date of service under both the new 1998 codes
and discontinued 1997 codes.

For dates of service on and after August 1, 1998,
Wisconsin Medicaid will cover PT and OT
evaluation services using 1998 procedure codes
and will no longer accept discontinued 1997
codes.

What to do for approved prior
authorizations that include deleted
or changed codes

For valid PAs with an expiration date after July 31,
1998, that include discontinued 1997 procedure
codes, providers may do one of the following:

« Amend the PA to reflect the code changes.

» Request a new PA reflecting the code changes.

Wisconsin Medicaid will accept requests for
amendments and new PAs using the code
changes beginning March 1, 1998. Referto
Medicaid Update 95-25, dated July 26, 1995, for
instructions on how to amend PAs.

Continue using Medicaid modifiers

Continue to use the Medicaid therapy modifiers to
request PA and to submit Medicaid claims for PT
and OT services:

+ Modifier “PT” for physical therapy.
» Modifier “OT" for occupational therapy.
Refer to Medicaid Update 95-38, dated October

12, 1995, for more information on therapy
modifiers.
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